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AUXILIARY VERBS (pomocná slovesa) — CEFR C1 

1. Co jsou auxiliary verbs? 

Auxiliary verbs = pomocná slovesa používaná: 

• pro tvorbu časů, 

• záporu, 

• otázek, 

• pasiva, 

• modality, 

• emphasis (důrazu), 

• elipsy, 

• inverze. 

 

2. Hlavní typy pomocných sloves 

Typ Slovesa 

Primary auxiliaries be, have, do 

Modal auxiliaries can, could, may, might, must, shall, should, will, would 

Semi-modals need, dare, ought to, used to, have to, be able to 

 

Pozn: v moderní anglické gramatice se modální slovesa běžně řadí mezi auxiliary verbs, přesněji: 

• primary auxiliaries = be, have, do  

• modal auxiliaries = can, could, may, might, must, shall, should, will, would 

Jedná se o standardní terminologii například v: 

• Cambridge Grammar of English  

• Huddleston & Pullum  

• Oxford English Grammar  

• Michael Swan 

Proč se modals považují za auxiliaries? 

Protože se chovají jako pomocná slovesa: 

1. Tvoří otázku bez DO 

• Can you swim? 
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• Should we leave? 

(ne: Do can you swim?) 

 

2. Tvoří zápor přímo 

• She cannot drive. 

• He mustn’t leave. 

 

3. Stojí před infinitivem bez TO 

• She can swim. 

• They might arrive. 

(ne: can to swim) 

 

4. Nenormalně se časují 

Nemají běžné tvary: 

•    cans 

•    musted 

•    willing 

Ale pozor — existuje terminologický detail 

Některé starší nebo zjednodušené učebnice říkají: 

• auxiliaries = be/have/do 

• modals = samostatná skupina 

Semi-modals = šedá zóna 

Například: 

• have to 

• need to 

• ought to 

• be able to 

Nejsou „čisté“ auxiliaries, protože: 

• někdy se chovají jako běžná slovesa, 

• potřebují DO-support, 

• mají infinitivy, 

• časují se normálně. 
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3. PRIMARY AUXILIARIES 

BE 

Funkce 1 — Continuous forms 

Používá se pro průběhové časy. 

Tense Example 

Present Continuous She is working. 

Past Continuous They were arguing. 

Future Continuous I will be waiting. 

Perfect Continuous He has been studying. 

 

Význam na C1 úrovni 

Continuous často nevyjadřuje jen „děj probíhá“. 

Může vyjadřovat: 

• dočasnost, 

• emocionální postoj, 

• iritaci, 

• opakování, 

• dramatičnost. 

Examples 

• You’re constantly interrupting me. 

• He’s being ridiculous. 

• She was forever complaining. 

⚠ „being“ často znamená: 
→ „chová se pro něj nezvykle“ 

• He is rude. (= je takový) 

• He is being rude. (= právě se tak chová) 

 

Funkce 2 — Passive voice 

Structure Example 

be + past participle The report was written yesterday. 
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Advanced passive structures 

• The project is believed to be successful. 

• He was seen leaving the building. 

• The company is said to have lost millions. 

 

Funkce 3 — Existential THERE 

• There is a problem. 

• There have been several complaints. 

 

Funkce 4 — Inversion 

• Never have I seen such chaos. 

• Rarely was he so honest. 

 

HAVE 

Funkce 1 — Perfect tenses 

Structure Example 

have + past participle She has finished. 

  

Význam perfect aspektu na C1 

Perfect není „minulý čas“. 

Vyjadřuje: 

• spojení s konkrétním obdobím (minulost, přítomnost, budoucnost), 

• zkušenost, 

• výsledek, 

• kontinuitu, 

• retrospektivní pohled. 

 

Present Perfect vs Past Simple 

Compare 

• I lost my keys. 
(minulá událost) 
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• I’ve lost my keys. 
(důsledek TEĎ) 

Advanced perfect structures 

Future Perfect 

• By next year, she will have completed her PhD. 

Perfect infinitive 

• He seems to have forgotten. 

• She must have left already. 

Perfect gerund 

• Having finished the work, he went home. 

 

DO 

Funkce 1 — Questions 

• Do you agree? 

• Did she call? 

 

Funkce 2 — Negatives 

• I don’t understand. 

• He didn’t arrive. 

 

Funkce 3 — Emphasis 

Examples 

• I do understand your point. 

• She did try to warn you. 

→ důraz 
→ kontrast 
→ obrana názoru 

 

Funkce 4 — Avoiding repetition 

• She works harder than I do. 

• He said he would help, and he did. 
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Funkce 5 — Question tags 

• You know him, don’t you? 

• She didn’t leave, did she? 

 

4. MODAL AUXILIARIES 

Modální slovesa nevyjadřují akci. Vyjadřují POSTOJ mluvčího k akci. 

CAN / COULD 

Ability 

• She can speak Japanese. 

• He could read at four. 

Possibility 

• It could be true. 

Criticism 

• You could have told me! 

Tentativeness / politeness 

• Could you help me? 

 

MAY / MIGHT  (50 %) 

Possibility 

• It may rain. 

• She might know. 

Formal permission 

• You may leave now. 

Subtle probability difference 

Modal Probability 

may Vyšší  

might nižší / hypotetičtější 

V moderní angličtině: 

• mnoho rodilých mluvčích používá may/might skoro zaměnitelně,  

• rozdíl často vzniká spíš tónem než logikou.  
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MIGHT jako větší opatrnost 

Academic / diplomatic English 

• This may be true.  

• This might be true.  (opatrnější, méně kategorická) 

• If we hurry, we may catch the train. 
→ realistické  

• If we had wings, we might fly. 
→ hypotetičtější  

 

MUST 

Obligation 

• You must wear a helmet. 

Logical deduction  (95 %) 

• She must be exhausted. 

• They must have forgotten. 

⚠ Není to povinnost. Je to závěr mluvčího. 

 

SHOULD 

Advice 

• You should rest. 

Expectation 

• The train should arrive soon. 

Emotional / evaluative use 

• It’s strange that he should react like that. 

 

WILL / WOULD 

Future 

• I will call you. 

Willingness 

• He won’t listen. 

Habits 

• She will sit there for hours. 

•  
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Hypothetical meaning 

• I would help if I could. 

Politeness / distancing 

• Would you mind opening the window? 

 

5. PERFECT MODALS 

 

Structure Meaning 

must have done jistota o minulosti 

might have done možnost 

could have done možnost / promarněná možnost 

should have done kritika 

needn’t have done zbytečná akce 

Examples 

• He must have missed the train. 

• She might have misunderstood. 

• You should have called me. 

• We needn’t have bought so much food. 

 

6. SEMI-MODALS 

HAVE TO 

Externí povinnost. „Mám to udělat“ 

• I have to work tomorrow. 

Compare: 

• must = interní / autorita mluvčího „Musím to udělat, sám to tak chci.“ 

• have to = vnější okolnosti „Mám to tak udělat, chce to tak po mně zákon, nějaká autorita“ 

 

NEED 

Modal use 

• You needn’t worry.   (zde NEEDN’T = DON’T HAVE TO) 
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DARE 

• Dare you ask him? 

• I daren’t say anything. 

Velmi formální / literární. 

 

USED TO 

Minulé zvyky/stavy. 

• I used to live there. 

⚠ Pozor: 

• be used to + ing 

• get used to + ing 

 

7. AUXILIARY VERBS V ELIPSE 

Velmi důležité pro přirozenou angličtinu. Elipsa = vynechání části věty, která je již předem jasná. 
Jinými slovy: mluvčí něco neřekne celé, protože to není třeba opakovat. 

Short responses 

• So do I. 

• Neither can she. 

• I have, too. 

Ellipsis 

• She said she would help, and she will. 

• She can play the piano and I can too. 

• He works harder than I do. 

Nejčastější typy elipsy s auxiliaries 

Structure Meaning 

so do I já taky 

neither do I já taky ne 

I can too já také můžu 

he did on to udělal 

she will ona to udělá 
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8. INVERSION WITH AUXILIARIES 

Silně formální / literární / akademické. 

Negative adverbials 

• Never have I seen such incompetence. 

• Rarely do we encounter this issue. 

• Only later did he realise the truth. 

Conditional inversion 

• Had I known, I would have acted differently. 

• Were he here, things would change. 

• Should you need assistance, contact us. 

 

9. AUXILIARIES FOR DISCOURSE & STYLE 

Hedging (opatrné formulování, zjemňování tvrzení, vyjadřování s rezervou) 

• It might be argued that… 

• This could suggest… 

Akademický styl miluje nejistotu. 
Nikdo nic netvrdí naplno. Všichni „naznačují“.  

Softening 

• I was wondering if… 

• You might want to… 

Diplomacy 

• That may not be entirely accurate. 

= elegantní verze věty: „Toto je naprostá hloupost.“ 

 

 

Dodatek: COULD HAVE DONE 

Může znamenat: 

1. možnost 

2. promarněnou možnost 

• He could have won. (nevíme) 

• You could have helped! (výčitka) 
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SHOULD HAVE DONE 

Znamená: „Měl jsi to udělat a neudělal jsi to.“ 

 

WOULD (Extrémně multifunkční) 

Meaning Example 

conditional I would go 

habit He would smoke for hours 

politeness Would you mind… 

refusal The car wouldn’t start 

 

10. FORMALITY SCALE 

Informal Formal 

can may 

have to must 

will probably may well 

if should you 

I think it would appear 

 

11. C1 QUICK REFERENCE TABLE 

Auxiliary Core function 

be continuous, passive 

have perfect aspect 

do support, emphasis 

can ability, possibility 

could past ability, tentativeness 

may formal possibility 

might weak possibility 

must obligation, deduction 



 C1    Auxiliaries                                                      ENGLISH WITH RADKA 
           General English                                                     SMS: +420 604627211   
 
 

Auxiliary Core function 

should advice, expectation 

will future, willingness 

would hypotheticality, politeness 

 

EXERCISES CEFR C1: 

 

PRIMARY AUXILIARIES     be • have • do 

EXERCISE 1 — CHOOSE THE CORRECT AUXILIARY 

Choose the correct option. 

1. Rarely ___ we witness such incompetence. 
a) do 
b) are 
c) have 

2. She ___ being unusually quiet today. 
a) has 
b) is 
c) does 

3. I ___ finished the report yet. 
a) am not 
b) do not 
c) have not 

4. Why ___ you constantly interrupting me? 
a) are 
b) do 
c) have 

5. Little ___ he realise what would happen next. 
a) did 
b) was 
c) had 

6. The suspects ___ being questioned at the moment. 
a) do 
b) are 
c) have 

7. I ___ appreciate your honesty. 
a) am 
b) do 
c) have 
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8. By the time we arrived, they ___ already left. 
a) were 
b) did 
c) had 

9. So far, nobody ___ complained officially. 
a) has 
b) is 
c) does 

10. The issue ___ currently being investigated. 
a) does 
b) is 
c) has 

11. Never before ___ I felt so humiliated. 
a) did 
b) have 
c) was 

12. She ___ working here for over ten years. 
a) is 
b) does 
c) has been 

13. I ___ understand why you are upset. 
a) do 
b) am 
c) have 

14. They ___ accused of fraud last year. 
a) were 
b) did 
c) have 

15. What ___ you been doing all morning? 
a) are 
b) have 
c) do 

16. Hardly ever ___ he admit his mistakes. 
a) has 
b) does 
c) is 

17. The company ___ expanding rapidly recently. 
a) has been 
b) is being 
c) does 

18. We ___ not informed in advance. 
a) had 
b) were 
c) did 
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19. She ___ forgotten to attach the document. 
a) is 
b) has 
c) does 

20. Only later ___ they understand the consequences. 
a) did 
b) were 
c) have 

 

EXERCISE 2 — ERROR CORRECTION 

Each sentence contains ONE mistake connected with primary auxiliaries. Correct it. 

1. He don’t appear particularly interested. 

2. Rarely we see such dedication. 

3. She has being extremely difficult lately. 

4. I am not finished the assignment yet. 

5. Why do you being so aggressive? 

6. They was informed immediately. 

7. Never did I have experienced such fear. 

8. The building has currently renovated. 

9. I did not understood what she meant. 

10. She is know as an excellent lawyer. 

11. What have you do all day? 

12. He do seem rather nervous. 

13. The problem is investigate by the authorities. 

14. They have been argued for hours. 

15. Seldom he does admit responsibility. 

16. I have not never heard such nonsense. 

17. The documents were being prepare yesterday. 

18. She does not appears convinced. 

19. The company is grow rapidly. 

20. Hardly had we arrived when it was started raining. 
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EXERCISE 3 — EMPHASIS WITH DO 

Rewrite the sentences using DO / DOES / DID for emphasis. 

1. I understand your concerns. 

2. She tried to warn you. 

3. He likes classical music. 

4. We appreciate your support. 

5. They enjoyed the presentation. 

6. I remember meeting her. 

7. She wants to help. 

8. He apologized eventually. 

9. We realise the situation is difficult. 

10. She care about the project. 

11. I admit I was wrong. 

12. They support the proposal. 

13. He regret what happened. 

14. We intend to cooperate. 

15. She deserve recognition. 

16. I believe you. 

17. They acknowledge the risks. 

18. He understand the consequences now. 

19. We appreciate your patience. 

20. She try to contact you yesterday. 

 

EXERCISE 4 — PASSIVE OR ACTIVE? 

Complete the sentences using the correct form of BE + the verb in brackets. 

1. The matter __________ currently __________ (discuss). 

2. Several employees __________ recently __________ (dismiss). 

3. The road __________ still __________ (repair). 

4. A new strategy __________ __________ (develop) at the moment. 

5. The proposal __________ already __________ (approve). 

6. He __________ never __________ (invite) to such events before. 

7. The suspects __________ __________ (question) when we arrived. 
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8. New measures __________ currently __________ (introduce). 

9. The company __________ heavily __________ (criticise) lately. 

10. All the tickets __________ already __________ (sell). 

11. The documents __________ carefully __________ (check) yesterday. 

12. She __________ unexpectedly __________ (promote) last month. 

13. Several mistakes __________ clearly __________ (make). 

14. The issue __________ still __________ (investigate). 

15. New evidence __________ recently __________ (discover). 

16. The building __________ completely __________ (renovate) by next year. 

17. The announcement __________ widely __________ (discuss) online. 

18. We __________ not __________ (inform) about the changes. 

19. The product __________ currently __________ (test). 

20. A compromise __________ eventually __________ (reach). 

 

EXERCISE 5 — PERFECT ASPECT 

Complete using the correct form of HAVE. 

1. I __________ never encountered such behaviour before. 

2. By next month, she __________ completed the course. 

3. They __________ been arguing for hours. 

4. Hardly __________ we arrived when the meeting started. 

5. He appears to __________ misunderstood the instructions. 

6. I wish I __________ listened to your advice. 

7. She __________ already submitted the application. 

8. We __________ not received any explanation yet. 

9. The company __________ grown significantly over the past decade. 

10. They claim to __________ solved the issue. 

11. I __________ been meaning to call you all week. 

12. Nobody __________ informed us in advance. 

13. By 2030, scientists __________ developed new treatments. 

14. She denied __________ said that. 

15. He seems to __________ forgotten my name. 

16. We __________ barely finished when the lights went out. 
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17. The economy __________ improved considerably recently. 

18. I regret not __________ accepted the offer. 

19. They __________ never been properly trained. 

20. By the end of the day, we __________ completed everything. 

 

EXERCISE 6 — INVERSION WITH AUXILIARIES 

Rewrite the sentences using inversion. 

1. I had never seen such chaos before. 

2. We rarely encounter such professionalism. 

3. He realised the truth only later. 

4. She had hardly arrived when the argument started. 

5. We had no sooner sat down than the phone rang. 

6. I had never felt so embarrassed. 

7. They seldom admit responsibility. 

8. We not only lost money, but we also lost trust. 

9. He understood the seriousness of the situation only then. 

10. I had barely closed my eyes when the alarm went off. 

11. We rarely receive such positive feedback. 

12. She had never spoken so openly before. 

13. They little understood the consequences. 

14. I had scarcely entered the room when everyone stopped talking. 

15. We not only solved the problem, but we also improved the system. 

16. Such behaviour had never been tolerated before. 

17. He realised his mistake only afterwards. 

18. I had never heard such an absurd argument. 

19. We seldom witness such determination. 

20. The company had never faced such criticism before. 

 

EXERCISE 7 — ELLIPSIS & SHORT RESPONSES 

Complete the responses naturally using auxiliaries. 

1. “I really enjoyed the lecture.” 
“So __________ I.” 
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2. “She hasn’t replied yet.” 
“Neither __________ he.” 

3. “I can’t understand this explanation.” 
“Neither __________ we.” 

4. “They were warned in advance.” 
“And so __________ we.” 

5. “She does work extremely hard.” 
“Yes, she really __________.” 

6. “I’ve never been there.” 
“Nor __________ I.” 

7. “He didn’t apologise.” 
“No, he definitely __________.” 

8. “She will probably refuse.” 
“I think she __________.” 

9. “I do appreciate your honesty.” 
“I’m glad you __________.” 

10. “They had already left.” 
“Yes, they definitely __________.” 

11. “She isn’t listening.” 
“No, she really __________.” 

12. “I was shocked by the news.” 
“So __________ everyone else.” 

13. “He has improved a lot.” 
“Yes, he certainly __________.” 

14. “We can trust her.” 
“Yes, we absolutely __________.” 

15. “She didn’t enjoy the evening.” 
“No, she clearly __________.” 

16. “I had expected a different reaction.” 
“So __________ I.” 

17. “They are being unreasonable.” 
“Yes, they certainly __________.” 

18. “He does seem worried.” 
“Yes, he definitely __________.” 

19. “I’ve already explained everything.” 
“Yes, you __________.” 

20. “She was informed immediately.” 
“Yes, she __________.” 
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EXERCISE 8 — ADVANCED TRANSFORMATION 

Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning. 

1. I had never experienced such pressure before. 
Never before __________________________. 

2. She is behaving strangely today. 
She __________________________ unusually strange today. 

3. It is obvious that he regrets his decision. 
He clearly __________________________ regret his decision. 

4. They started renovating the building last year and they are still doing it. 
The building __________________________ renovated since last year. 

5. I really appreciate your help. 
I __________________________ appreciate your help. 

6. We had barely started eating when the guests arrived. 
Barely __________________________ eating when the guests arrived. 

7. Somebody has stolen my wallet. 
My wallet __________________________ stolen. 

8. She didn’t admit responsibility. 
At no point __________________________ responsibility. 

9. It appears that they misunderstood the instructions. 
They appear __________________________ misunderstood the instructions. 

10. We rarely see such commitment. 
Rarely __________________________ such commitment. 

11. I had no idea the situation was so serious. 
Little __________________________ how serious the situation was. 

12. The police are questioning the suspect. 
The suspect __________________________ questioned by the police. 

13. I strongly disagree with your conclusion. 
I __________________________ disagree with your conclusion. 

14. They have not informed us yet. 
We __________________________ informed yet. 

15. He had hardly entered when everyone started shouting. 
Hardly __________________________ when everyone started shouting. 

16. She has worked here for twenty years. 
She __________________________ working here for twenty years. 

17. It was only afterwards that he understood the implications. 
Only afterwards __________________________ the implications. 

18. They say the company is expanding rapidly. 
The company __________________________ expanding rapidly. 
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19. I had never heard anything so ridiculous. 
Never __________________________ heard anything so ridiculous. 

20. She really did try to help you. 
She __________________________ try to help you. 

 

MODAL AUXILIARIES — CEFR C1 PRACTICE 

can • could • may • might • must • shall • should • will • would 

 

EXERCISE 1 — CHOOSE THE BEST MODAL 

Choose the best option. 

1. She looks exhausted. She ___ have been working all night. 
a) must 
b) can 
c) would 

2. You ___ have told me earlier. Now it’s too late. 
a) should 
b) may 
c) will 

3. This evidence ___ suggest that the theory is incomplete. 
a) could 
b) must 
c) shall 

4. He ___ be at home. His car is in the driveway. 
a) must 
b) should 
c) would 

5. I ___ not have said that if I had known the truth. 
a) would 
b) must 
c) can 

6. You ___ submit the form by Friday. It’s compulsory. 
a) must 
b) might 
c) could 

7. She ___ have misunderstood the instructions; they were rather unclear. 
a) may 
b) must 
c) will 

8. ___ I open the window? 
a) Shall 
b) Must 
c) Would 
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9. He ___ be difficult at times, but he is basically reliable. 
a) can 
b) must 
c) shall 

10. You ___ have bought so much food; only four people are coming. 
a) needn’t 
b) mustn’t 
c) couldn’t 

11. The results ___ indicate a significant change in public opinion. 
a) might 
b) must 
c) shall 

12. I ___ rather not discuss this in public. 
a) would 
b) should 
c) may 

13. She ___ have left already; her coat is still here. 
a) can’t 
b) shouldn’t 
c) wouldn’t 

14. Students ___ use dictionaries during the exam. It is not allowed. 
a) mustn’t 
b) don’t have to 
c) needn’t 

15. He ___ always complain about the food when we went on holiday. 
a) would 
b) may 
c) shall 

16. You ___ be more careful with confidential information. 
a) should 
b) might 
c) can 

17. That ___ be true, but I find it hard to believe. 
a) may 
b) must 
c) shall 

18. I ___ have helped you if you had asked me. 
a) could 
b) must 
c) may 

19. The door ___ not open, no matter how hard we pushed. 
a) would 
b) should 
c) may 
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20. ___ we proceed with the next item on the agenda? 
a) Shall 
b) Must 
c) Can’t 

 

EXERCISE 2 — COMPLETE WITH A SUITABLE MODAL 

Use one modal auxiliary. More than one answer may sometimes be possible, but choose the 
most natural one. 

1. You __________ be joking. That cannot be true. 

2. She __________ have forgotten about the meeting; she is usually very punctual. 

3. We __________ leave now if we want to catch the last train. 

4. This approach __________ prove useful in the long term. 

5. He __________ have apologised. It was clearly his fault. 

6. I __________ rather stay at home tonight. 

7. __________ you mind sending me the document again? 

8. The manager __________ be in her office; the light is on. 

9. They __________ have taken the wrong turning. 

10. You __________ not park here. It is forbidden. 

11. I __________ have finished earlier, but I was interrupted several times. 

12. She __________ be very confident, but she still needs preparation. 

13. __________ I help you with your bags? 

14. This decision __________ have serious consequences. 

15. He __________ not have known about the changes. 

16. You __________ at least have warned us. 

17. The system __________ occasionally crash during updates. 

18. I __________ not say that his argument is completely wrong. 

19. __________ we begin? 

20. They __________ have arrived by now, unless the traffic is terrible. 

 

EXERCISE 3 — MODAL PERFECTS 

Complete the sentences with a modal perfect form: must have / might have / could have / 
should have / would have / needn’t have / can’t have 

1. She __________ missed the email; otherwise she would have replied. 

2. You __________ told me the truth from the beginning. 
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3. He __________ been at the party. He was abroad that weekend. 

4. We __________ booked a table. The restaurant was almost empty. 

5. They __________ won the match, but they wasted too many chances. 

6. I __________ helped you if you had called me. 

7. He __________ misunderstood the question. 

8. She __________ been very upset when she heard the news. 

9. You __________ left your passport at home; check your bag again. 

10. The company __________ avoided the crisis with better planning. 

11. I __________ said something inappropriate. She suddenly went quiet. 

12. He __________ taken the money. He had no access to the safe. 

13. We __________ prepared more carefully for the negotiation. 

14. They __________ reached the hotel by now. 

15. She __________ realised how serious the situation was. 

16. You __________ brought an umbrella. It hasn’t rained at all. 

17. He __________ been delayed by the strike. 

18. I __________ accepted the offer if the salary had been higher. 

19. They __________ known about the problem earlier. 

20. You __________ spoken to her like that. It was unnecessary and rude. 

 

EXERCISE 4 — ERROR CORRECTION 

Each sentence contains ONE modal-related mistake. Correct it. 

1. She can to speak three languages. 

2. You mustn’t come if you don’t want to. It’s optional. 

3. He should has apologised. 

4. I must to finish this tonight. 

5. She might has forgotten the appointment. 

6. He can’t have left his keys at home, because they are in his hand. 

7. Would you mind to open the window? 

8. You don’t must answer all the questions. 

9. He may to arrive later. 

10. We should of checked the details. 

11. She could helped us, but she refused. 
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12. I would rather to stay here. 

13. You mustn’t have bought milk. We already had some. 

14. He can be at work yesterday. 

15. They might had misunderstood the instructions. 

16. Shall I to call him? 

17. She needn’t to worry. 

18. You should be tell the truth. 

19. He would to complain whenever we visited. 

20. This may suggests a deeper problem. 

 

EXERCISE 5 — REWRITE USING THE WORD GIVEN 

Rewrite the sentence using the modal given. Do not change the meaning. 

1. It is possible that she is lying. 
may 

2. I’m sure he has forgotten. 
must 

3. It was wrong of you not to apologise. 
should 

4. It was unnecessary for us to wait. 
needn’t 

5. It is impossible that she knew about it. 
can’t 

6. Perhaps they have left already. 
might 

7. I advise you to reconsider the offer. 
should 

8. He refused to listen. 
wouldn’t 

9. It was possible for us to win, but we didn’t. 
could 

10. I prefer not to answer that question. 
would rather 

11. It is forbidden to enter this area. 
mustn’t 

12. It isn’t necessary for you to attend. 
needn’t 
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13. I am certain they were disappointed. 
must 

14. Perhaps she misunderstood your tone. 
may 

15. I was able to persuade him eventually. 
could 

16. It would be a good idea to consult a lawyer. 
should 

17. I am sure this is not the right address. 
can’t 

18. He habitually criticised everyone. 
would 

19. Perhaps the figures are inaccurate. 
might 

20. I offer to carry your suitcase. 
shall 

 

EXERCISE 6 — DEDUCTION: PRESENT OR PAST 

Choose the correct form. 

1. She looks relaxed. She must finish / must have finished the exam. 

2. He isn’t answering. He may drive / may be driving. 

3. They know the result. They must have heard / must hear the news already. 

4. This can’t be / can’t have been the right file. It’s empty. 

5. She was crying. She must be / must have been upset. 

6. He speaks excellent Italian. He must live / must have lived in Italy at some point. 

7. The lights are off. They may sleep / may be sleeping. 

8. He didn’t recognise me. He can’t remember / can’t have remembered my name. 

9. She arrived late. She might miss / might have missed the bus. 

10. He is wearing a suit. He must go / must be going to a meeting. 

11. Nobody is here. We must arrive / must have arrived too early. 

12. She didn’t reply. She may not receive / may not have received my message. 

13. He looks pale. He might feel / might be feeling unwell. 

14. The door was open. Someone must leave / must have left it unlocked. 

15. They are whispering. They may discuss / may be discussing something private. 

16. She got promoted. She must work / must have worked extremely hard. 
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17. The document is missing. Someone might take / might have taken it. 

18. He is not at home. He could visit / could be visiting his parents. 

19. They lost the match badly. They can’t prepare / can’t have prepared properly. 

20. She is smiling. She must know / must have known the answer. 

 

EXERCISE 7 — FORMALITY AND TONE 

Rewrite each sentence to make it more formal, tentative, or diplomatic using a modal. 

1. Your argument is wrong. 

2. This plan will fail. 

3. You are mistaken. 

4. We need more evidence. 

5. Send me the report today. 

6. This interpretation is too simple. 

7. The results prove our theory. 

8. You didn’t understand the instructions. 

9. I disagree with your conclusion. 

10. The proposal is unrealistic. 

11. The data is unreliable. 

12. You should explain this more clearly. 

13. This creates problems. 

14. The company made a mistake. 

15. Your estimate is too optimistic. 

16. This solution is not acceptable. 

17. The research is incomplete. 

18. You forgot to include the attachment. 

19. We cannot accept these terms. 

20. This approach is risky. 

 

EXERCISE 8 — C1 TRANSFORMATION 

Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning. 

1. I’m sure she didn’t mean to offend you. 
She __________ meant to offend you. 
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2. It was unnecessary for you to print all the documents. 
You __________ printed all the documents. 

3. I regret not telling him earlier. 
I __________ told him earlier. 

4. It is possible that they were delayed. 
They __________ delayed. 

5. I am certain he has misunderstood the situation. 
He __________ misunderstood the situation. 

6. It was possible for us to avoid the problem. 
We __________ avoided the problem. 

7. I advise you not to sign the contract yet. 
You __________ sign the contract yet. 

8. It is forbidden to disclose this information. 
You __________ disclose this information. 

9. It is possible that this will cause difficulties. 
This __________ cause difficulties. 

10. He refused to admit he was wrong. 
He __________ admit he was wrong. 

11. I prefer not to discuss this now. 
I __________ discuss this now. 

12. Perhaps she didn’t receive the invitation. 
She __________ received the invitation. 

13. I’m sure they are waiting outside. 
They __________ waiting outside. 

14. It would have been better if you had checked first. 
You __________ checked first. 

15. It is impossible that he saw us. 
He __________ seen us. 

16. I offer to make the arrangements. 
__________ I make the arrangements? 

17. He was in the habit of interrupting people. 
He __________ interrupt people. 

18. There is a possibility that the figures are wrong. 
The figures __________ wrong. 

19. I am sure she was disappointed. 
She __________ disappointed. 

20. It was not necessary for them to apologise. 
They __________ apologised. 
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EXERCISE 9 — MODAL MEANINGS 

Identify the meaning of the modal in each sentence. Choose from:  ability, permission, 
prohibition, obligation, advice, deduction, possibility, criticism, habit, willingness, 
refusal, politeness, offer 

1. You must wear protective glasses in the laboratory. 

2. She can speak four languages. 

3. He must be exhausted after such a long journey. 

4. Could you possibly send me the invoice? 

5. You should have told me earlier. 

6. Students may use a calculator. 

7. You mustn’t touch that switch. 

8. She would often spend hours in the library. 

9. This could lead to serious complications. 

10. I’ll help you with the presentation. 

11. The car wouldn’t start. 

12. Shall I open the door? 

13. He can be very stubborn. 

14. You should consult a specialist. 

15. They might have misunderstood the instructions. 

16. May I interrupt for a moment? 

17. She couldn’t swim when she was a child. 

18. You could have been more careful. 

19. He won’t accept criticism. 

20. This may suggest a broader trend. 

 

EXERCISE 10 — ADVANCED MIXED GAP-FILL 

Complete the text with suitable modal auxiliaries. 

Text A — Academic English 

The findings __________ suggest that the relationship between social media use and anxiety is 
more complex than previously assumed. Although excessive screen time __________ contribute 
to lower emotional wellbeing, it __________ not be treated as the only relevant factor. Other 
variables, such as sleep quality, family background and personality, __________ also play an 
important role. 
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Researchers __________ be careful not to overstate the significance of the data. The results 
__________ indicate a correlation, but they do not prove causation. It __________ be argued that 
further longitudinal studies are necessary before stronger conclusions __________ be drawn. 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

Text B — Business English 

The proposal __________ appear attractive at first sight, but several risks __________ need to be 
considered. The estimated costs __________ have been underestimated, and the implementation 
schedule __________ prove unrealistic. We __________ therefore recommend postponing the 
final decision until more detailed figures are available. 

That said, the project __________ bring considerable benefits if managed carefully. It __________ 
improve efficiency, reduce administrative delays and strengthen our market position. However, 
the board __________ not approve the investment without a clearer risk analysis. 

9.  

10.  

11.  

12.  

13.  

14.  

15.  

16.  

Text C — Workplace conflict 

You __________ have spoken to her privately before raising the issue in front of the whole team. 
She __________ have reacted defensively because she felt embarrassed. In future, you 
__________ want to approach such matters more tactfully. A direct accusation __________ easily 
damage trust, even if your criticism is justified. 

17.  

18.  

19.  

20.  
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EXERCISE 11 — CZECH → ENGLISH TRANSLATION 

Translate into English using modal auxiliaries. 

1. Musela na ten e-mail zapomenout. 

2. Mohl jsi mi to říct dřív. 

3. Nemůže být doma; jeho auto tady není. 

4. Možná nepochopili zadání. 

5. Neměl jsi s tím souhlasit tak rychle. 

6. Smím se na něco zeptat? 

7. Raději bych o tom teď nemluvila. 

8. To mohlo způsobit vážné problémy. 

9. Nemuseli jsme kupovat tolik jídla. 

10. Určitě čekají venku. 

11. Možná už odešla. 

12. Nesmíte zde parkovat. 

13. Měla bys být opatrnější. 

14. Mohla vyhrát, ale udělala chybu. 

15. Nabídnu jim pomoc? 

16. On prostě nechtěl poslouchat. 

17. To může naznačovat hlubší problém. 

18. Nemohl to vidět; byl příliš daleko. 

19. Měl se omluvit. 

20. Možná bychom měli změnit strategii. 

 

EXERCISE 12 — MINI DIALOGUES 

Complete each dialogue naturally. 

1.  

A: I haven’t seen Martin all day. 
B: He __________ be working from home. 

2.  

A: She failed the exam again. 
B: She __________ have prepared more seriously. 

3.  
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A: I can’t find my phone. 
B: You __________ have left it in the car. 

4.  

A: I printed all the handouts. 
B: You __________ have done that. I already printed them. 

5.  

A: The lights are on in his office. 
B: He __________ still be there. 

6.  

A: I told her everything in front of the team. 
B: You __________ have spoken to her privately. 

7.  

A: This document is confidential. 
B: Then we __________ not share it. 

8.  

A: Do you want me to call the client? 
B: Yes, __________ you? 

9.  

A: Why didn’t he answer the phone? 
B: He __________ have been driving. 

10.  

A: I’m not sure this data is accurate. 
B: You __________ be right. 

11.  

A: I don’t want to go into detail now. 
B: Fair enough. You __________ rather not discuss it. 

12.  

A: The door won’t open. 
B: It __________ be locked from the inside. 

13.  

A: The restaurant was empty. 
B: We __________ have booked a table. 

14.  

A: Did she know about the meeting? 
B: She __________ have known. I sent her the invitation myself. 

15.  
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A: I don’t think this is the correct address. 
B: You __________ be right. The number is different. 

16.  

A: He keeps criticising everyone. 
B: He __________ be quite unpleasant sometimes. 

17.  

A: I made a serious mistake. 
B: You __________ have checked the details more carefully. 

18.  

A: The figures look strange. 
B: There __________ have been an error in the calculation. 

19.  

A: Do you want me to arrange the meeting? 
B: Yes, __________ you, please? 

20.  

A: She didn’t reply to my message. 
B: She __________ not have received it. 
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KEY 

KEY — PRIMARY AUXILIARIES 

Exercise 1 

1 do 
2 is 
3 have not 
4 are 
5 did 
6 are 
7 do 
8 had 
9 has 
10 is 
11 have 
12 has been 
13 do 
14 were 
15 have 
16 does 
17 has been 
18 were 
19 has 
20 did 

Exercise 2 

1 He doesn’t appear particularly interested. 
2 Rarely do we see such dedication. 
3 She has been extremely difficult lately. 
4 I have not finished the assignment yet. 
5 Why are you being so aggressive? 
6 They were informed immediately. 
7 Never have I experienced such fear. 
8 The building is currently being renovated. 
9 I did not understand what she meant. 
10 She is known as an excellent lawyer. 
11 What have you done all day? 
12 He does seem rather nervous. 
13 The problem is being investigated by the authorities. 
14 They have been arguing for hours. 
15 Seldom does he admit responsibility. 
16 I have never heard such nonsense. 
17 The documents were being prepared yesterday. 
18 She does not appear convinced. 
19 The company is growing rapidly. 
20 Hardly had we arrived when it started raining. 

Exercise 3 

1 I do understand your concerns. 
2 She did try to warn you. 
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3 He does like classical music. 
4 We do appreciate your support. 
5 They did enjoy the presentation. 
6 I do remember meeting her. 
7 She does want to help. 
8 He did apologize/apologise eventually. 
9 We do realise the situation is difficult. 
10 She does care about the project. 
11 I do admit I was wrong. 
12 They do support the proposal. 
13 He does regret what happened. 
14 We do intend to cooperate. 
15 She does deserve recognition. 
16 I do believe you. 
17 They do acknowledge the risks. 
18 He does understand the consequences now. 
19 We do appreciate your patience. 
20 She did try to contact you yesterday. 

Exercise 4 

1 is currently being discussed 
2 have recently been dismissed 
3 is still being repaired 
4 is being developed 
5 has already been approved 
6 has never been invited 
7 were being questioned 
8 are currently being introduced 
9 has been heavily criticised 
10 have already been sold 
11 were carefully checked 
12 was unexpectedly promoted 
13 were clearly made 
14 is still being investigated 
15 has recently been discovered 
16 will have been completely renovated 
17 has been widely discussed / is being widely discussed 
18 were not informed 
19 is currently being tested 
20 was eventually reached 

Exercise 5 

1 have 
2 will have 
3 have 
4 had 
5 have 
6 had 
7 has 
8 have 
9 has 
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10 have 
11 have 
12 has 
13 will have 
14 having 
15 have 
16 had 
17 has 
18 having 
19 have 
20 will have 

Exercise 6 

1 Never had I seen such chaos before. 
2 Rarely do we encounter such professionalism. 
3 Only later did he realise the truth. 
4 Hardly had she arrived when the argument started. 
5 No sooner had we sat down than the phone rang. 
6 Never had I felt so embarrassed. 
7 Seldom do they admit responsibility. 
8 Not only did we lose money, but we also lost trust. 
9 Only then did he understand the seriousness of the situation. 
10 Barely had I closed my eyes when the alarm went off. 
11 Rarely do we receive such positive feedback. 
12 Never had she spoken so openly before. 
13 Little did they understand the consequences. 
14 Scarcely had I entered the room when everyone stopped talking. 
15 Not only did we solve the problem, but we also improved the system. 
16 Never before had such behaviour been tolerated. 
17 Only afterwards did he realise his mistake. 
18 Never had I heard such an absurd argument. 
19 Seldom do we witness such determination. 
20 Never before had the company faced such criticism. 

Exercise 7 

1 did 
2 has 
3 can 
4 were 
5 does 
6 have 
7 didn’t 
8 will 
9 do 
10 had 
11 isn’t 
12 was 
13 has 
14 can 
15 didn’t 
16 had 
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17 are 
18 does 
19 have 
20 was 

Exercise 8 

1 Never before had I experienced such pressure before. 
2 She is being unusually strange today. 
3 He clearly does regret his decision. 
4 The building has been being renovated since last year. 
Better/natural: The building has been under renovation since last year. 
5 I do appreciate your help. 
6 Barely had we started eating when the guests arrived. 
7 My wallet has been stolen. 
8 At no point did she admit responsibility. 
9 They appear to have misunderstood the instructions. 
10 Rarely do we see such commitment. 
11 Little did I know how serious the situation was. 
12 The suspect is being questioned by the police. 
13 I do disagree with your conclusion. 
14 We have not been informed yet. 
15 Hardly had he entered when everyone started shouting. 
16 She has been working here for twenty years. 
17 Only afterwards did he understand the implications. 
18 The company is said to be expanding rapidly. 
19 Never had I heard anything so ridiculous. 
20 She did try to help you. 

MODAL AUXILIARIES 

Exercise 1 

1 must 
2 should 
3 could 
4 must 
5 would 
6 must 
7 may 
8 Shall 
9 can 
10 needn’t 
11 might 
12 would 
13 can’t 
14 mustn’t 
15 would 
16 should 
17 may 
18 could 
19 would 
20 Shall 
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Exercise 2 — possible answers 

1 must 
2 may/might/could 
3 must/should 
4 may/could/might 
5 should 
6 would 
7 Would 
8 must 
9 may/might/could 
10 mustn’t 
11 could 
12 can 
13 Shall 
14 could/may/might 
15 may/might 
16 should 
17 can/may 
18 would 
19 Shall 
20 should 

Exercise 3 

1 must have 
2 should have 
3 can’t have 
4 needn’t have 
5 could have 
6 would have 
7 may/might/could have 
8 must have 
9 can’t have 
10 could have 
11 may/might/could have 
12 can’t have 
13 should have 
14 should/must have 
15 may/might not have 
16 needn’t have 
17 may/might/could have 
18 would have 
19 must have 
20 shouldn’t have 

Exercise 4 

1 She can speak three languages. 
2 You don’t have to come / You needn’t come. 
3 He should have apologised. 
4 I must finish this tonight. 
5 She might have forgotten the appointment. 
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6 He can’t have left his keys at home because they are in his hand. → lépe: He can’t have lost his 
keys… 
7 Would you mind opening the window? 
8 You don’t have to answer all the questions. 
9 He may arrive later. 
10 We should have checked the details. 
11 She could have helped us. 
12 I would rather stay here. 
13 You needn’t have bought milk. 
14 He could have been at work yesterday. 
15 They might have misunderstood the instructions. 
16 Shall I call him? 
17 She needn’t worry. 
18 You should tell the truth. 
19 He would complain whenever we visited. 
20 This may suggest a deeper problem. 

Exercise 5 — possible answers 

1 She may be lying. 
2 He must have forgotten. 
3 You should have apologised. 
4 We needn’t have waited. 
5 She can’t have known about it. 
6 They might have left already. 
7 You should reconsider the offer. 
8 He wouldn’t listen. 
9 We could have won. 
10 I would rather not answer that question. 
11 You mustn’t enter this area. 
12 You needn’t attend. 
13 They must have been disappointed. 
14 She may have misunderstood your tone. 
15 I could persuade him eventually. 
16 You should consult a lawyer. 
17 This can’t be the right address. 
18 He would criticise everyone. 
19 The figures might be inaccurate. 
20 Shall I carry your suitcase? 

Exercise 6 

1 must have finished 
2 may be driving 
3 must have heard 
4 can’t be 
5 must have been 
6 must have lived 
7 may be sleeping 
8 can’t remember 
9 might have missed 
10 must be going 
11 must have arrived 
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12 may not have received 
13 might be feeling 
14 must have left 
15 may be discussing 
16 must have worked 
17 might have taken 
18 could be visiting 
19 can’t have prepared 
20 must know 

Exercise 7 — possible answers 

1 Your argument may not be entirely accurate. 
2 This plan might prove difficult to implement. 
3 You may be mistaken. 
4 We may need more evidence. 
5 Could you send me the report today? 
6 This interpretation may be too simplistic. 
7 The results may support our theory. 
8 You may have misunderstood the instructions. 
9 I would not entirely agree with your conclusion. 
10 The proposal may be difficult to implement. 
11 The data may not be entirely reliable. 
12 You might want to explain this more clearly. 
13 This could create problems. 
14 The company may have made a mistake. 
15 Your estimate may be rather optimistic. 
16 This solution may not be acceptable. 
17 The research may be incomplete. 
18 You may have forgotten to include the attachment. 
19 We may not be able to accept these terms. 
20 This approach could be risky. 

Exercise 8 

1 can’t have 
2 needn’t have 
3 should have 
4 may/might/could have been 
5 must have 
6 could have 
7 shouldn’t 
8 mustn’t 
9 may/might/could 
10 wouldn’t 
11 would rather not 
12 may/might not have 
13 must be 
14 should have 
15 can’t have 
16 Shall 
17 would 
18 may/might/could be 
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19 must have been 
20 needn’t have 

Exercise 9 

1 obligation 
2 ability 
3 deduction 
4 politeness 
5 criticism 
6 permission 
7 prohibition 
8 habit 
9 possibility 
10 willingness 
11 refusal 
12 offer 
13 possibility / general characteristic 
14 advice 
15 possibility 
16 permission 
17 ability 
18 criticism 
19 refusal 
20 possibility 

Exercise 10 — possible answers 

1 may/could/might 
2 may/could/might 
3 should 
4 may/could/might 
5 should/must 
6 may/could/might 
7 could/might 
8 can 
9 may/might 
10 must/should 
11 may/might/could 
12 may/might/could 
13 would 
14 could/may/might 
15 could 
16 should/would 
17 should 
18 may/might/could 
19 might/may 
20 can/could 

Exercise 11 — possible answers 

1 She must have forgotten about the email. 
2 You could have told me earlier. 
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3 He can’t be at home; his car isn’t here. 
4 They may/might have misunderstood the assignment/instructions. 
5 You shouldn’t have agreed to it so quickly. 
6 May I ask you something? 
7 I would rather not talk about it now. 
8 That could have caused serious problems. 
9 We needn’t have bought so much food. 
10 They must be waiting outside. 
11 She may/might have left already. 
12 You mustn’t park here. 
13 You should be more careful. 
14 She could have won, but she made a mistake. 
15 Shall I offer them help? 
16 He just wouldn’t listen. 
17 This may/could suggest a deeper problem. 
18 He can’t have seen it; he was too far away. 
19 He should have apologised. 
20 Perhaps we should change the strategy. / We might want to change the strategy. 

Exercise 12 — possible answers 

1 may/might/could 
2 should 
3 may/might/could 
4 needn’t 
5 must/may/might/could 
6 should 
7 must 
8 would/could 
9 may/might/could 
10 may/might/could 
11 would 
12 may/might/could 
13 needn’t 
14 must 
15 may/might/could 
16 can 
17 should 
18 may/might/could 
19 could/would 
20 may/might/could 
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